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GOVERNMENT OF TRAVANCORE-COCHIN 

EDUCATION DEPARTMENT 

PROCEEDINGS 

(Miscellaneous Section) 

Sub;—Administration Report of the Museums, Zoos and Government 
Gardens for the year. 

Read : The Administration Report of the Museums, Zoos and Govern¬ 
ment Gardens for the year 1950-51 forwarded by the Director, 
Museums and Zoos. 

Order D. Dis. 10246/52/EHU dated 25th August 1952. 

(1) Recorded. 

(2) Shri R. Kesavan Nayar, was in charge of the Museums, Zoos and 
Government Gardens during the period under review. 

The receipts and expenditure of each of the Section were as follows for 
the period under review. 



Name of the Section 

Expenditure 

Receipts 




Rs. 

A. 

p. 

Rs. A. 

P. 

1 . 

Museum and Zoological 
Gardens, Trichur 

37.469 

10 

10 

684 4 

0 

2. 

The Government 
Museum, Trivandrum.. 

16,506 

0 

0 

147 0 

0 

3. 

Museum, Zoo and Gov¬ 







ernment Gardens, 
Trivandrum 

2,14,413 

0 

0 

17,117 0 

0 


(By order of H. H. the 

Raj Pramukh) 



(Sd.) 

Assistant Secretary to Government 


To ’ 

The Director, Museum and Zoos, Trivandrum 

The Superintendent, Government Presses with copy of the Administration 
Report 

The General Section. 




M-l 
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ADMINISTRATION REPORTS OF THE MUSEUMS, ZOOS AND 
GOVERNMENT GARDENS OF THE TRAVANCORE-COCHIN 
STATE FOR 1950-51 

Introduction .—The Department of Museums and Zoos farmed of the 
Museum and Zoo at Trichur and the Museums. Zoo & Gardens at Tnvandmm 
as a result of the reorganisation of Departments continued under tbeadmi- 
nistrative control of the Director of Museums and Zoos during the year 
1950-51. The details of administration of the different units are given as 
sectional reports. It may be mentioned in general that m aH the 
the activities were in consonance with the ideals of a wider departme t. 
provements were effected in all these sections to the benefit of the visiting 

public. 

MUSEUM AND ZOOLOGICAL GARDENS, TRICHUR 

General 

Staff ,—The institution worked under the administrative control of the 
Director of Museums and Zoos. Trivandrum. Shri N. Balaknshnan Nayar. 
continued to officiate as Superintendent fill 8th December 1950 when he was 
relieved by Shri M. Govindankutty Menon who was transferred as Supenn 
tendent. consequent on the abolition of the post of the 
the Conservator of Forests, Trichur. Shn K. G Paul, Head Uerk, 
reverted to the Revenue Department and Shn V.jGopalan was appointed in 
his place from 15th May 1950. Early in April government passed orders 
on the Reorganisation of the Museums and Zoos and Gardens fixing the 
and their scales of pay. 

Visitors .—The institution was open to the public on all days of * he X®" 
except Fridays and five special holidays. As usual public holidays and fest.vd 
days recorded the largest number of visitors. Leaving out ^exbrtwdmwy 
crowds on these days there was an average attendance of a^m 300 to 400 
per day. Of late, there has been a general increase in the number of excur 
sion parties of school children accompanied by their teachers- Spec j 

ties were almost invariabjy given to these parties to make their educational 
tours both interesting and instructive. 

Finance: —The total expenditure amounted to Rs. 37,469-10-10. 
The receipt for the year was Rs. 684—4—0. 

Ac commod ation 

There were no new additions to the Museum buildings and animal house* 
except the construction of a small cage with a long 

poultry and another sheltered enclosure for the large sized ir 
such as cranes. Minor repairs to some of the structures in the Zoo wtre 
however carried out. Thus the ceiling of one of the monkey houses was 
reinforced with half inch planks, the wooden platform on which the pigeon 
roost was fixed was replaced by a reinforced concrete slab and thatties were 
fixed ii the temporary shelter shed of the barbary sheep to protect them from 
excessive heat and rain. The entire wood work of the Museum building* 
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ITffiSSwS? 1 wi,hwo ° d °" whi,:h . . . be «" ‘w'"*"" 

Membership in Learned Societies and other activities 

Membership in the Bombay Natural History Society and the Museum 
Association of Ind,a was continued for the year and all the journals of the 

! M fe reCe, L ed- , T, l e Smithsonian Institution of Washington also sent 
to this Museum the ethnological publications for the year. 

The Museum 

The maintenance and preservation of all specimens were systematically 
carried out and the general cleaning of all exhibits was also attended to. B-sides 
oiling and greasing the old guns kept in the store, the arms and weapons 
put up for exhibition were relabelled with bold indian ink labels The 
portrait of an old Chinese Royal Family as also another painting on glass in the 
Sbnm \n were thorOU ? h [ y c, f anc 1 d and reconditioned. The valuable picture 

td •*** Ute r? hri ^, R * Ban«ji were cleanS and 

rebound. The Taxidermist did useful work by mounting a few common 
birds, by setting up a stuffed barking deer kid and by working up a small 

imn °l b , ,rds ,. ,n an a!c ?Yf. ln central hall of the Mufeum where 
the birds of the locality are exhibited. A representative collection of shells 
corals, and a few fossils received from the Madras Museum in exchanc- of 
live python were added to the Zoological coUeXmL 56 3 

near ^ ™ de ■ the State was opened 

near the Kjrishna-Kallyam Library, the nucleus for the collection being 

S/Scbun ° f S ° aPS and * l ° yCar presenled hy the Director of Indust- 

The Museum Library 

The Museum library continued to serve as a valuable i l 

both lor the public and for officers of other Departments. ThTIddti™, 

Hi'iorv^S y ' a , r wcre Confined l ° tbe quarterly issues of the Bombay Natural 
History Society and one publication from ik* R,, r „ c cvi a , 

Smithsonian Institution of Washington ‘he Bureau of Ethnology, 

Krishna Kallyani Library 

The library served as a useful reference lihrarv ( nr .k. li- -t-i 

3±feT looh r “ eiTCd d "' ,ng ,h ' cTfejS 


Thi Zoo 


<•«:•*> - in .h. 

in 8 n. the hont.T' 


ptovWojof ridu. -ai^fi^jjaia&fcJSSsi 

bvthe Government. Meanwhile, thegn> *“ ' ^ ^ ^ n f He mn»t» 

Sc fftcution nl «ver*L mmor work* for the hMJUi an^ai J 

Thu^when the maleJSl O^MdoHire !esi the female that h*d 

sarsdr’sar— ..*«* & 2 f-.£s J . 

k ef partner. The extreme wpW" 41 “ "JJ** up *.dy c*cW 

sr«oTi. b >u d.«^* —«w* 1 ™ ” u -*" 1 b? *■ -k °‘ ' ,8ht 

RiJdt «KHihufB to tlw pwfe , . 

Hatching of birds in** 

condition- for baibaling «• *£•- 1 hu * “t| to various facers, 

to .it over their eggs until hrtdung w«a 1 °Lrh S andlemale took their 
But it was very interesting ^ 1 , KmM tble instance of parentaUaie. 

turns over the piled up cgp rshibi 8 cot hatched bv ordinary hens 

The ceb. laid by the p.Zfcw were, however, lky wcTe hilt 

and these fruler mothers tended l t * y oll ”8 . be mentioned a rh«ra 

!W ™. Am t« *a* «££“• jJSlffi, «I N» 

monkey, two ssmburs, one barbaiy sheep. ^ BlQC3 
rabbits and guinea-pigs. 

There were the usual deaths and disposals by 

old itialr lion fell ill jn bim by way of veterinary 

in spite of the care and atlentron bestow on m ^ ^ „ ae 

aid and adminktralwft of sp^ial diet. A t ( [ on cu bs, 

received from the Trivandrum Zoom e?cW ^ ^ rfidt 

lit order to relieve the J£ t ?^Twhile a female spotted deer was added 

^ivTp“^ P 4'»V' J '" i - h tU ■“ k ,h “ •*“* ** 

depleted by too much b breeding. ... _ 

,.J»*S* "v ■* " 

exchange. 

Garden* 

tk.-irf.il ^ +r h " 

MoW 

trees were sold by auction. 


THE GOVERNMENT MUSEUM (ART MUSEUM). TRIVANDRUM. 

fer of tlie Natural HistoryVollw'Jnfto'/r'M prec * d / nR ^ar. the ratrant- 

aarly in the year. To 7 LJ£S£,£** l»Mn« wa. ufeTj 

spraad out ,n the corridors and wLs „aA ral j?T ,h ' <*!«• of Art 
building. To get 0Ver Ae ovc ® *j}j ™ oved . L tbe ,. central Hall 0 f the 

S^li^ C of 0 'hof^db^aVd£ 0 ^ ; -^»-H eS aIco C ve 

jewdLT °bJ *£??£} 

=sffl£,*c;-ttf sSiffl trjru 

huge Radhom (temple car) which was S ?n ia i y m ^ 6 for tf,e Jewellery, 
presented a very difficult probl^ its ® m rTV" one ®f the wings. 

was however accomplished with a good cUl f i °l tfle % n,raI Hall. This 
limited in personnel and budget has streirk 1 °f lm?*' ^he Museum staff 
«bly well in cooperating toX the nrS “ d energies remS- 

P«r.od of change. 6 the prob,en » that have arisen during this 

amounteTto Rs!^ 6,506 andreca'pts R°! fe InStitUtion durin « ‘He period 

the year. ” More than 'i lakhs of people visited the Museum during 

was P^id 'foMh^dispu/of SJe Ce n dj i 0irl,n !| the SCction - a counter 
counter also served as a place fwSquirteTijrt “ d • 8uidc This 

A few photographic blocks of the Art „ht.i d ,nfor ™ t,on for the visitors 

ofZta"T d *° f A L- TI * Cursor gt^Jun “Th '% ^on°^ 
of Kerala at one of the meetings of the local Rot^ Club! C ° ntaCls 

«»d Jewelferj ^fobS^STkdUd^fou^ preservati °n of the Bronzes 
cleaning. In. this the Se££f^^^ 

Research Institute rendered valuabfe help^d Svice. ^ Universi,y Central 
new relabel,i„g so 

suitable space in the central Hall arran S e ™nt of these cases in ^ 

Acquisitions. —Because of ik 

te CT te n ^ Si r !S ^^sSft r r *■ 
*-* ,nd b ~ ls 


MUSEUM, zoo AND GOVERNMENT gardens, TRIVANDRUM 

Rn^.-TW BBl cxpenSiWK fa *> , £L*ET£ 

S^^i7TnSd"“NR“ u.jj 6 i>«'■" 

\l Ifa Z™ ,nd Ri 4361 fam > h « “ lc ol I 11 ""* *' ra, “ 

(fafa~-U«IfaW* «| 

is to be >tan jrfi wn the gr eat ]™jc*^ f ftrc i B n visitors AnwnS! th* 

been specially attractive lo j 0 { i| ie Pieridentof thr Indian 

dhttMuy.*) .»;><»;> ™>» r y p‘; i n Stk,r Stti J»w.WrWI Nchm,*. 

of the Central and State Government 
jit ycdr is appended- 

Natural History Museum 

^jgE&Q£&&££i 3 S 2 

.i» «■*«*» >“ i »f *• *' ,ke '7 

tv tgSTbSS 

urowme art wUections Ar waa under pfopmul and 

and representative of the varnua e*P«eu ' . ■ building, when it 

the natural history collector ™ f or this museum 

build !or and this was effected in the July of ma 

. «■*. 33a! - a'aJMffe M & fc is 

fnd 43 Xnf orfe eftertoot. of the 36th, the last Rpeeimen. a plater model 

<*. F.iK-v.u^wi.jje ' 1 '' T rr^ n m “«“ ±Kt?:. 7 'p 

none the worse for the drenching, i nc n K M 0 .., in b er 1950. it 

ggS^WBfeCSS^ of the Honbte Minister for 

Wl 1- tk« nMural history museum wb located in the Sh-nlrnmulihom 

specimen* was also exhibited &t this time. 
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Among llie muMutn* coll set in enlarged model of a bedbug and 

another ol * \wd louse, bolt! very popular with victor* and often borrowed 
^ or «xhibUiofii- A mood o( i housefly as a Companion to these* secirtcd 
desirable and the museum artist was on this job until the time of the transfer 
of the collections to the Public Cardens. 

With their return to the old museum building, a redistribution of space 
tjcame neeewary and it was decided to confine the art collection* to the centra! 
Hall and releaw the two wings and corridors to natural history or before. 
Consequently the sculptures delayed on pedestals and spread wit in the 
building as well as other exhibits and show cues were moved into tbe Central 
Hall* 

Space still remained a problem with the natural history section and tha 
fc.ij met by removing to storage a part of the collections comprising skeletons, 
index cases and sections of limber, not of direct interest to the average visitor. 

I lie display of the models of dolphins end porpoise: on the floor of the 
mammal gallery and of the leathery turtle on an open pedestal with railing all 
round was the only notable change in the exhibition. For the rest, the work 
has been mainly in the nature of a general tidying-up, providing scenic back¬ 
grounds to show cases as much as possible and labelling. 

After the museum was reopened to the Public, there remained hardly 
anything to do save the day to day cleaning of exhibits and the opportunity 
wa* util em to prepare an index to the mammal collections. A card file listing 
nearly *00 items was made for this section. Work on a similar Index for the 
bird department it under way, 

■ students from f*i and near visited the museum during this 

|>«ftOq + A statement gf visitors is given helow. 

Men ,. 67048 

Women „, 49932 

Children ,, 40263 


Total .. [57243 


Carden* 

Central,— Manta from the Gardens were given out for use at Trivandrum 

ndfe ££!*'*!"“* ^y^Kepublic day celebration, 

? t c™ - ' i " fisibition conducted by the Corporation. At the request 

of the Supeftntendimt of the General Hospi al, a garden was laid out in the 

ssrdi; t t zi ot i r t? 91 " 1 «-■** Ai ihc ****** °f tiic 

bpecial for nic Medical College unskr contraction, plan* for ttie 

formal layout of the grounds for garden* and pluming of avenues were 
trfcpaml. I he necessary seedling, and plants for the above purpose were 
also got ready in the Garden Nuraery. 

ike L rDU L li,ie operations for the upkeep of 

Wi^T fl °T H ,anJ a H Jt - changes were made in the diltri- 

button of anmials md perennials, TTie long beds on either side of the nud 
leading from the Museum to the main drive on the eastern side of the building 




gmesd&ssiS 

Imtpstl. and At W.-«.in bl™ («.!». 

"'m? ?'>'■« ■*?*•? jZttZSZl £&S*4 

A L ! 2XS‘c 5£SS?»—™«pl*" '“1 Tho toad, and lo«- 

p«h, warc repaired and leap! in ( 0 «d cpnd.lion ikiaiiihaut lha rear. 

m the ■tquind area. ., 

In aria. »H. -*«■*■“ 

new paddock* *hieh w «t emslmcl^ ■" “^^Vfu pKated *1 var on* 

teas csi ftgKTg - - - - *- 

Song the extern boundary, n«r the expound wdl. 

Th, o.n». .! ■ °< "» («■»*. 

caused some tf^r&plontsrtg o ??*J! *? r m Padmanohhapu^tsm were planted 

-i* -=k^. 

sUeJ numhm of n*c plmfc were pWfWtai by ^S*™* 

w .„ -, _S«Jlinai required for the flower-bed* of the topgarden* *™* 

^ auiihgjy >j^g* aUnJi^T^J A?*bm- . 

nurseries. 1 * * - , .i.;. nr0 oer seasons s®W 

kept in i he frreen houses v * pc rc P -j c- te r^m- of the Sfcevcnsoiu* 

^SEWdMr * *-g*£ Ssj^tSSfiS 
Zt.'S^SSZttS* f 4 “ > '-• * 1 ”""'“ t “‘ “ ll> '’ r ““" ) 

would grow better than those transplanted from !***• 
necessary to renovate the whole structure- 

?L£m jJrf Sni Uj -1 r-r-. “ 

^ Tb ^ -jgJ 

irtra ?ls 'nsstf 

SMttcr tsUirJ6r-s 5- *■ •***-»«* 
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Muiy distinguished visitor* from outside the State were received during 
the year and subjects of interest explained to thenta All of them were very 
much impressed by the robust condition of the inmates &nd the cheerful 
accommodation given to them amid the slowly ascending slopes and level lawns 
where breezes keep playing all a long. 

At the commencement of the yean the number of inmates of the Zoo was 
6B2 comprising 245 mammals 408 birds and 29 reptiles. There was an 
increase in the number by 88 on account of the births, purchases exchange and 
a reduction in the number by 79. Tims the number at the end of the year 

was 69 i, consisting of 257 mafflfimak 395 birds and 39 Reptiles. 

Liva dock j/cJu tics*—The number of animals bom in the Zoo during the 
year was 52, Excepting the four bird* hatched out in the aviary, all the 
remaining were of mammals such as spotted deer, foufhomed antelope 
Barbary sheep and other imgulatci: 

One Arabian baboon, 4 Nilgai Fawn®, One fourhomed d«r and one bay* 
bary sheep are the important additions by birth during ihit year. There 
were 11 English Pigling® brought forth by two English pigs out of two litter®. 
Surplus stock cf animals such a® Rabbits. English pip* pigeons, etc,, 
were disposed off by sota 

Losses due to deaths were comparatively small. There were only 49 
deaths most of which were of small mammals. birds nnd reptile*. A female 
Himalayan bear died of Syncope due to advanced cirrhosis of the liver. 
A tiger died && a result of maladies incidental to old age and a mote Zebra 
died due to acute colic followed by pulmonary congestion, Apart from the 
cikj of death® mentioned above, all other animal* preserved good health 
throughout the year. 

Vtlmnarjf Serr'ieeJ.—Care for the health and prompt veterinary aid 
that were bestowed to the animals had reduced mortality among animals 
to the minimum level possible. Improvements to the Zoo dispensary was 
made by obtaining necessary medicines and medical appliance®. 


Table showing additions and disposals of animals 
during the year 


Clu* 

|h 

fl £ « 
u; 

° n "■ 

d U TS 
ZJj 

e 

Addition® 

Disposals 

“d 

js. 

aj 

0*0 

Births 

1J 

ll 

11 

CL 

a 

H 

-£ 

3 

a 

if 4 

I 

Mammals 

245 

48 

7 

55 

23 

20 

43 

257 

Bird® 

406 

4 

4 

8 

11 

10 

25 

395 

Reptile® 

29 

Nil 

25 

25 

15 

Nil 

15 

39 

Total 

682 

52 

36 

BB 

49 

30 

79 

j 691 
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Conclusion .—There has been all-round progress. Much more is yet to 
be done to attain the high ideals of service to the Public in the fields of 
cultural and scientific advancement for which the institutions have'been 
organised and maintained. My thanks are due to every member of the 
staff for their hearty co-operation and assistance. 


R. KESAVAN NAYAR 

Director of Museums and Zoos 
Travancorc-Cockin State 
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APPENDIX ] 

' LUtof *«**» obtained during the ye ar 

I The , Author, or ruM}^ 

'' fhe Wcj!th “[India— Itidu-itrial 
Products—Part | 

** Raw matcruls— 

J , , n Vdl 

4 p^ 10 “ PlU ° rlal .PuhlTsticd h, Govt. of India* 

J- Bird* H B ^ * # ,, 

7. ■'ZooLir.-V^,-,^.G.^p^uir'* 

8- Do. n _, 947 , Ld^' 

* ?- - Jr 

<>■ Do. „ IV—1949,.,. Jn J* 

"* D °- " V -I950. do.’ £ 


APPENDIX II 

Lilt of journals in the Reading Room 

I. journal of the Indian Botanical Society. 

- i Tropical AfirictiItu rut* 

1 Tiavincore fnform*tkn, 

4 t G ardf m j 5 1 Ch rook t. 

5 1 Indian Listener. 

6 . Current Science 
7* Nature. 

a. Journal of the Bondar Nan,r a J History Society. 
^ Animal Kingdom, 

10* Science, 

I la Science Progr^i. 













Central Archaeological Library, 

NEW DELHI- 11 ^.O 


Call No.^a ^C^^J I * 


Author 


I* 


i 


Title— T.e.a'L; o-n4 J 

CUa\/- ^ v-rtC'Yv^ Lclptt 

B*jrew«. No- j D*W of Ttiuf l fl«£ »' 1 I 

'M book that is shat is bat a block 

c ^olo C/ 


govt OF INDIA .*> 


V 

J# - - - , r 

<*- D«partw«Ot ol Arcbaeoloif .jj 

jj NEW DELHI ^ 


Plearttf help » « k «P tbe 1)0011 

I'lletvti >** M ^ moving. 
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